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REMARKS 

Claim 1 is currently pending in this application. Claim 1 has been amended herein. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application based on the above 
amendments and the following remarks. 

Applicants' Response to Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103 over Terao 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being obvious over U.S. Patent 
No. 4,727,078 to Terao et al. (hereinafter "Terao"). Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration on the basis that Terao fails to disclose, teach or suggest Applicants' claim as 
amended herein. 

The Examiner asserts that Terao discloses pyridyl-methanol-phenyl compounds and their 
enantiomers that are thromboxane inhibitors. The Examiner specifically cites the compounds 
appearing in columns 8-13 of Terao, particularly Example Vila- 17, which has a CF 3 substituent 
on the phenyl ring. According to the Examiner, "[t]he compounds of Terao et al are 
thromboxane inhibitors, which are known as being useful for treating bronchial conditions such 
as asthma, for example." (Office Action, at page 3). The Examiner further asserts that: 

Minus a showing of unobvious results, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to prepare the diastereomer as 
instantly claimed since the prior art reference discloses a species 
with the same molecular formula as the claimed compound(s). 
Since R 2 , R 3 and R 4 are floating substituents ... it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art to substitute any site on the 
phenyl ring with -CF3. 

(Office Action, at page 3). 
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Applicants accordingly have amended claim 1 herein to further define the claimed 
invention. In particular, Applicants have removed trifluoromethyl (-CF 3 ) from the definitions of 
R 2 , R 3 and R 4 in claim 1. In view thereof, Applicants submit that the Section 103 rejection over 
Terao has been overcome. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
Section 103 rejection based on this reference. 

Applicants' Response to Rejection under 35 U.S.C. $112, Second Paragraph 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as allegedly being 
indefinite. The Examiner contends that the phrase "or a similar functional group" in claim 1 
renders the claim indefinite because it includes elements not actually disclosed, thereby 
rendering the scope of the claim unascertainable. Applicants have amended claim 1 to remove 
the phrase "or a similar functional group." Accordingly, Applicants submit that this rejection has 
been overcome. Reconsideration and withdrawal are respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments concerning the above, the 
Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number 
given below. 
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Registration No.: 48,623 
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